Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 298 K; mean (C-C) = 0.006 Å; R factor = 0.028; wR factor = 0.068; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.4.
In the title compound, [Cu(C 7 H 3 Br 2 O 2 ) 2 ], the Cu II atom, which lies on an inversion centre, is coordinated by four O atoms from two chelating bidentate 2,4-dibromo-6-formylphenolate ligands in a slightly distorted square-planar coordination geometry. In the crystal structure, short intermolecular BrÁ Á ÁBr [3.516 (4) and 3.653 (4) Å ] and CuÁ Á ÁBr 
Related literature
The presence of halo substituents on aromatic compounds frequently results in stacking arrangements with a short (ca 4 Å ) crystallographic axis (Cohen et al., 1964; Zordan et al., 2005; Zaman et al., 2004; Zhang et al., 2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 7 
Data collection
Bruker SMART 1K CCD areadetector diffractometer Table 2 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). (Cohen et al., 1964; Zordan et al., 2005; Zaman et al., 2004; Zhang et al., 2007) . The title compound, (I), Fig. 1 , contains the dibromo ligand 2,4-dibromo-6-formylphenolate with two Br atoms accessible at the periphery of each ligand.
In (I), the Cu II atom is coordinated by four O atoms from two chelating, bidentate 3,5-2,4-dibromo-6-formylphenolate ligands, in a slightly distorted square planar geometry (Table 1) 
In the crystal structure these intermolecular Br···Br and Cu···Br contacts together with C7-H7···O1
hydrogen bonds generate a three-dimensional network (Fig. 2) .
Experimental
An ethanol solution (30 ml) containing 3,5-dibromo-2-hydroxy-benzaldehyde (0.382 g, 2 mmol) was added to an aqueous solution containing amino-methanesulfonic acid(0.222 g, 2 mmol) and sodium hydroxide (0.080 g, 2 mmol). After stirring for 1 h, an aqueous solution of copper chloride (0.396 g, 2 mmol) was added to the resulting solution and stirred for 2 h.
The green mixture solution was filtered. After 10 days, green block-like crystals of (I) were obtained by slow evaporation of the filtrate (yield: 49.2%, based on Cu).
Refinement
All H atoms bound to C atoms were positioned geometrically and refined as riding atoms, with C-H distances of 0.93 Å and U iso (H) = 1.2 U eq (C).
Figures Fig. 1 . A view of (I), showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms labelled A are related to other atoms by the symmetry operation -x + 1, -y + 2, -z.
supplementary materials sup-2 O1-Cu1-O2-C3 1.0 (4) C3-C4-C5-C6 0.4 (7) Cu1-O1-C1-C2 −0.5 (7) Br1-C4-C5-C6 177.8 (4) O1-C1-C2-C7 −178.3 (4) C4-C5-C6-C7 −2.1 (7) O1-C1-C2-C3
1.1 (8) C4-C5-C6-Br2 177.5 (3) Cu1-O2-C3-C4 178.7 (3) C5-C6-C7-C2 2.5 (7) Cu1-O2-C3-C2 −0.7 (6) Br2-C6-C7-C2 −177.2 (3) C7-C2-C3-O2 179.0 (4) C1-C2-C7-C6 178.3 (4) C1-C2-C3-O2 −0.4 (7) C3-C2-C7-C6 −1.1 (7) C7-C2-C3-C4 −0.5 (6) Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, −y+2, −z. Symmetry codes: (ii) −x−1, y+5/2, −z+1/2. Fig. 1 
Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å, °)

